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San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area
FAP

FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION (FAPE)
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that a free aygprate public education is available to
all children residing in the LEA between the agethcee through 21 inclusive, including
students with disabilities who have been suspeondedpelled from school.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(1)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LP

FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION (FAPE)
LOCAL POLICY

The San Luis Obispo County Special Education L&tah Area (SELPA) provides a
FAPE to all individuals with disabilities betwedretages of 3 through 21 years who
reside within the SELPA, including children who baheen expelled or placed by a LEA
in a nonpublic school or agency.

Students shall be referred for special educatistruation and services only after the
resources of the regular education program have teesidered, and where appropriate,
utilized.

Free and appropriate public education (FAPE) means special education and related
services that are provided at public expense, updlelic supervision and direction, and
without charge; meet the standards of the CalifoBepartment of Education; include
appropriate services for children ages 3 throughezts; and are provided in conformity
with the student’s individualized education progrdine right to FAPE extends to
students who are expelled or placed by the distrinbnpublic school or agency
services.

Legal Reference:
EC 48926
EC 56031
EC 56040
EC 56205
EC 56303
EC 56345 (b)(3)
EC 56368
5 CCR Chapter 3, Article 1, Section 3001(b)
20 USC Section 1412
CFR 300.24
CFR 300.300 (a)(3)
CFR 300.340-300.351 of Part B Regulations

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004



San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area
FAP

FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each Local Education Age(LEA) that all pupils with
disabilities have access to the variety of edunatiprograms, non academic and extra-
curricular services and activities available todieabled pupils.

Legal Reference
20 USC 1412 (a)(2)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAAR

FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

In order to ensure that all students with disabgihave equal access to the variety of
educational programs and services available testsdvithout disabilities, including
nonacademic and extracurricular services and #eByieach LEA shall implement
nondiscriminatory universal access opportunitiealtguch services and activities
available to students who are not disabled. Acoesginclude, but is not limited to:
physical (transportation, structural); communicat{gign language or other than English
interpreters); information (outreach, notices)ptiter as determined by the
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. Suedvisions apply whether or not
students are enrolled on a general education caamlare equally applicable to
academic, nonacademic, and social activities.

Each LEA through the IEP process shall review tiex&l education services provided
to students to ensure adequate yearly progressisrong. Adequate yearly progress can
be addressed through a variety of data collectobiniies including but not limited to:
STAR/CAPA testing, standards-based goals and abgsgtcurriculum assessments and
portfolios. Per the Rowley Decision (1982), the eupe Court decision indicated that
the federal law (PL 94142) generates no additice@iirement that the services provided
be sufficient to maximize each child's potentiaihtoensurate with the opportunity
provided other students and that the IEP developmerasonable, and calculated to
enable the child to receive educational benefit.

The LEAs within the San Luis Obispo County SpeEidlication Local Plan Area
(SELPA) will consider the full inclusion test out#id in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
decision in Holland v. Sacramento City Unified SghDistrict:

. The educational benefits available to the studeatgeneral education
classroom supplemented with appropriate aids amnicss, as compared
with the educational benefits of a special educatiassroom

. The nonacademic benefits of interaction with stisl@rho are not
disabled

. The effect of the student's presence on the teactteother students in the
classroom

Each LEA that contracts with a nonpublic, nonséataschool shall evaluate the
placement of its pupil(s) in such schools on, astean annual basis as part of the annual
IEP review. The local education agency represergatnall review the master contract,
the individual services agreement, and the IEmsuee that all services agreed upon and
specified in the IEP are provided. Nonpublic, natsean schools are required by the
master contract and the IEP to annually evaluaestindents to determine if they are
making appropriate educational progress. The LEphasentative shall collaboratively
review with the nonpublic, nonsectarian schooldahealuations conducted by the
nonpublic, nonsectarian school to ensure that wexe appropriate and valid for
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San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area

FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY (cont.) FAAR

measuring pupil progress. The LEA may choose todtar additional assessments as
necessary, with parent consent, to determine wh#tbeupil is making appropriate
educational progress.

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005



San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area
LP

FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
LOCAL POLICY

Full educational opportunity means that students with disabilities have thet tiglfull
educational opportunities to meet their unique segatluding access to a variety of
educational, non academic programs and servicelsllato nondisabled students

regardless of their district of residence.

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAP

CHILD FIND
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY
56205(a), 56301

It shall be the policy of each LEA that all childrevith disabilities residing in the
SELPA, including children with disabilities who dmemeless or are wards of the State
and children attending private schools, regardbéslse severity of their disabilities, and
who are in need of special education and relatadcss are identified, located and
evaluated. A practical method is developed andempnted to determine which
students with disabilities are currently receiviregded special education and related
services.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(3)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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CHILD FIND
LOCAL POLICY

The San Luis Obispo County Special Education L&tah Area (SELPA) carries out a
variety of activities to ensure that all individsatith disabilities residing within its
jurisdiction, including students with disabilititsat are homeless, wards of the State, and
attending private schools, who are in need of gpheciucation and related services, are
identified, located, and evaluated. These actigithclude maintaining an ongoing
system of coordination, documentation, and repgmiith regard to child find and public
awareness activities throughout the SELPA, as reduiy statutes and regulations.

Legal Reference:
EC 56205 (a)
EC 56301
20 USC Section 1412 (a)(3)(A-B)
34 CFR Sections 300.125

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LAR

CHILD FIND
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Identification, L ocation and Evaluation

The San Luis Obispo County SELPA maintains an argeffort to identify all
individuals with disabilities, including infantshitddren for whom English is not a
primary language, students with low incidence digas, students attending private
schools, highly mobile children, and homeless ebildwho are suspected of having a
disability.

The San Luis Obispo County SELPA has interagenogeagents and/or collaboratives
with Tri-Counties Regional Center (TCRC), Head St@alifornia Children’s Services,
Mental Health, Department of Social Services, ahers as appropriate in the
identification of individuals with disabilities. Merials are distributed to pediatricians,
health care professionals, and other agenciesmiitiei SELPA.

Each Local Education Agency within the SELPA hasalgshed procedures for the
identification, location, and evaluation of studewho may require special education
services. Information regarding child find actied is included in the annual notice that
is distributed to parents of all children.

Private School Representatives

At least annually, the SELPA will, in writing, nbtiprivate schools regarding procedures
for identification for children with disabilities.

Written Request for Referral

The SELPA provides training on referral procedur€le LEA is responsible for written
notification to all parents, upon enrollment ofitrehild(ren) and annually thereatfter,
regarding the right to initiate a referral andewiew or to file a complaint concerning an
alleged violation of special education laws or tegans.

Assistance to Parentsin Filing a Written Request

If a parent makes a verbal request for special &thrc assessment, the public school
employee responsible for receiving referrals wifiorm/assist the parent of the need to
file a written request. The LEA employee will pide the parent with assistance, as
needed, in completing the written request.
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CHILD FIND (cont.) LAR

Infor mation to Non English Speaking Parents

If a parent whose primary language is not Englistkes a verbal request for special
education assessment, the LEA employee resporisitaleceiving referrals will inform
the parent of the need to file a written requesiugh the use of an interpreter or by
providing the parent with written information inetiparent’s primary language. The LEA
employee will provide the parent with assistanseneeded, in completing the written
request.

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
TO STUDENTSWITH DISABILITIES
LOCAL POLICY

It is the intention of the Special Education Loe&n Area (SELPA) to provide a full
continuum of services to students with disabilitiasluding students in charter schools,
throughout the geographic region of the SELPA. e&scto services is through each of
the Local Education Agencies (LEAS). The referaakessment and Individualized
Education Program (IEP) process is utilized to iethe needs of each individual
student with disabilities. The LEAs have committeSELPA policies and procedures
to assure that students will have appropriate sesyprovided in the least restrictive
environment.

The Special Education Operations Committee (SE®@I) slentify, on an annual basis,
any unmet needs for students within the SELPA. M8wvices are required beyond the
programs and services being provided by any LEglaa shall be developed for
consideration by the Governing Council. Any plaving a fiscal impact on LEAs shall
be reviewed and approved by the Governing Council.

Approved by Governing Council on June 26, 2003
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FAP

OVERIDENTIFICATION AND DISPROPORTIONALITY
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA to prevent thappropriate disproportionate
representation by race and ethnicity of studentls disabilities.

Legal Reference:
20 USC § 1412 (a)(24)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LAR

PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT DISPROPORTIONALITY
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Members of the San Luis Obispo SELPA recognizephattices which lead to the
unintentional overrepresentation in special edooatif any racial, ethic, gender, or
disability group is an unacceptable practice s further recognized that prevention will
occur largely through research based, proven @fegilanned general education
interventions, especially in the area of readingcivithe LEAs are moving toward. The
member LEAs shall institute practices to preveghsicant disproportionality of
students receiving special education services lgwing this local administrative
regulation and other local policies and regulatifmsd in the Local Plan and associated
Procedures Manual. To insure the prevention afiognt disproportionality, member
LEASs shall institute or continue practices to praveéisproportionality while securitizing
data and practices on an ongoing basis relatitigetéollowing areas:

Identification of Studentswith Disabilities

The member LEAs shall locate, identify and asséshédren age birth thru 21 in need

of special education and related services by cdimuthe following local policies and

regulations and implementing/continuing the follog/practices:

1. Locating and identifying all students with disato#s in need including those who
are:

a. Enrolled in private schools, including religioussols

b. Highly mobile, including migrant and homeless

c. Advancing from grade to grade

d. Wards of the state/courts

2. Assessing all students with disabilities in need demonstrating the following:

a. The Assessment Plan will be presented within 15 ddiyeferral for initial
and three year reevaluation. The Plan will be prieskin the primary
language/mode of communication of the parents (LE&\se agreed to follow
Local Policy on initial and reevaluation in thixgen of the Local Plan).

b. LEAs will use the SELPA Assessment Plan form whidohtains an area for a
statement of the student’s primary language andign;nguage proficiency
status. LEAs will complete these statements basetie student’s individual
needs.

c. Districts will conduct a complete individual assesst of all students based
on the individual needs of the student (LEAs hayeed to follow Local
Policy on initial and reevaluation in this sectmirthe Local Plan).

d. The Assessment Report shall contain referencestodent’s LEP status; their
primary language; and the validity of assessmertenah and procedures
(LEASs have agreed to follow Local Policy on inited reevaluation in this
section of the Local Plan and Section E of the &ldaces Manual).

[-13
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PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT DISPROPORTIONALITY (CONTD) LAR

e. The Assessment Report shall contain informatioatirey to enabling the
child to be involved in and progress in the genEdalcation Curriculum
(LEAs have agreed to follow Local Policy on inited reevaluation in this
section of the Local Plan and Section E of the &laces Manual).

f. African-American students will not be assessedgiEhtests to obtain
information concerning cognitive development.

g. The Assessment report will address how assessmwentsconducted for a
student whose primary language is not English.

h. When an interpreter is used, the assessment ngplocbntain a statement
concerning the validity of the assessments.

i. The Assessment Report shall contain a statemetgtefmination of the
effects of environmental, cultural, or economicadigantage on the
assessment outcomes.

Placement

LEAs will insure that IEP development, Notice oPlEneetings, and written Prior Notice
do not lead to disproportionality by complying witie practices below:
1. IEPs

a. IEPs will contain information relating to assesstaronducted for students
whose primary language is not English.

b. Provide necessary assistance for the parent tastadd the proceedings,
including interpreters or translators.

c. IEP team must consider the individual language se¢the student,
including linguistically appropriate goals, objeets, programs and services
for EL students.

2. Notice

a. Notice is provided in the native language of theepg or other mode of
communication used by the parent, when feasible.

b. When a parent’'s mode of communication is non-wrjttee LEA will provide
notice in an understandable form to the parent.

Discipline

The member LEAs have agreed to follow the provisiohIDEA-04, its regulations, the
state education code and the San Luis Obispo SHBgedures Manual when
suspending and/or expelling a student with disiédsli Beyond these, LEAs will:

1. Have local policies in place for the suspensionexjllsion of all students which
will be used for students with disabilities if & found that their offense was not a
manifestation of their disability.

2. Monitor their use of discipline procedures to detiee if LEA procedures are
resulting in a significant disproportionality infeeence to any racial, ethic,
gender, or disability group enrolled in special eation.

I-14
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PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT DISPROPORTIONALITY (CONTD) LAR

Data Collection and Review

Member LEAs will review State Performance Plan dat@entify areas of
disproportionality. LEA members agree to biannpediview data gathered through
CASEMIS or the SELPA-wide electronic IEP systenmture the unintentional
disproportionality is not occurring because ofufegl to carry out the practices noted in
this regulation or any other policies/regulatioasrfd in the Local Plan.

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTSWITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
LOCAL POLICY

It shall be the policy of the San Luis Obispo CquBpecial Education Local Plan Area
that member LEAs will use the State establishedréEncy formula to determine
individual student’s eligibility for special educat services under the category of
Specific Learning Disabilities. This policy regesrthat assessment will follow the
procedures defined in EC 56337 and CCR 3030. fddlisy shall remain in effect until
the California Department of Education provide®diion concerning other acceptable
methods of identifying students with Specific LaagDisabilities and the participating
LEAs reach a majority vote on method(s) to be used.

Approved by Governing Council on October 10, 2008
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FAP

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that childrerthvdisabilities and their parents shall be
afforded all procedural safeguards throughout toeipion of a free appropriate public
education including the identification, evaluatiand placement process.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(6)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAAR

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Each LEA shall ensure that parents be affordegrattedural safeguards and receive
written notification of their procedural safeguamsluding their right to file a complaint
or for a due process hearing. A copy of the pracadsafeguards shall be given to the
parents, only one time a year, except upon:

Initial referral

Parent request for evaluation

First filing for a due process hearing
Upon parent request

PwnE

The notice of procedural safeguards shall be availa the primary language of parents
upon their request, unless to do so is clearlyfeadible. The written notice shall be in a
language easily understood by the general pubticshall include the following:

1. The right to initiate a referral of a child for g education services

2. The right to obtain an independent educationalssssent.

3 The right to participate in the development of BB and to be informed of the
availability of a FAPE and of all alternative pragrs, both public and nonpublic

Planning for the needs of non-English speakingrgarghall include access to
interpreters and translators, unless to do searlgl not feasible.

The procedural safeguards are developed by the SBffiee, approved by the SELPA
legal counsel, and distributed to all LEAs. Thd BE will update the procedural
safeguards on an as needed basis due to chanpesf@ueral or state law.

Legal Reference:
EC 56301(d)(2)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAE

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE EXHIBIT

See the current year SELPA Procedures Manual tmrepiural safeguards.

. English Version
. Spanish Version

Approved by Governing Council on September 8, 2006
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PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS
LOCAL POLICY

The San Luis Obispo County SELPA Parental RightsRmcedural Safeguards for
Special Education will be given in writing to pat&iperson with educational rights one
time a year, except upon initial referral, pareguest for assessment, filing for a due
process hearing, or upon parent request. A coplysoprocedural safeguards will be
posted on the SELPA internet website and may beegam the district’s Internet
website.

Legal Reference:
EC 56301(d)(2)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LAR

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDSAND COMPLAINTS
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Infor mal Process/Pre-Hearing Mediation Conference

Before requesting a due process hearing, the supedent or designee and a
parent/guardian may agree to meet informally asugh San Luis Obispo County

Special Education Local Plan Area’s (SELPA’s) aitgive dispute resolution process to
resolve any issue(s) relating to the identificatiassessment or education and placement
of the student. The superintendent or designeétsinge the authority to resolve the
issue(s). (Education Code 56502)

In addition, either party may file a request witle Superintendent of Public Instruction
for a mediation conference to be conducted by sgoeunder contract with the California
Department of Education. Based on the mediatiarierence, the superintendent or
designee may resolve the issue(s) in a manneistbansistent with state and federal law
and is to the satisfaction of both parties. (EtiocaCode 56500.3)

Attorneys may attend or otherwise participate anlthose mediation conferences that
are scheduled after the filing of a request for plieess hearing. (Education Code
56500.3, 56501)

If either of these processes fails to resolve $bae(s), either party may file for a state-
level due process hearing.

Specific filing procedures are outlined in the ais Obispo County SELPA Parental
Rights and Procedural Safeguards for Special Enuncat

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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EVALUATION
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that an evaloatof a student with a disability shall be
conducted at least once every three years or megedntly, if appropriate.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(7)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAAR

ANNUAL/TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Each LEA in the San Luis Obispo County Special E&tioa Local Plan Area (SELPA)
shall complete all special education assessmetiigwequired timelines per federal and
state laws and regulations. Each LEA in the SELR&AIxomplete triennial assessments
within required timelines. Informal assessments bmaysed, as necessary, to provide the
IEP team sufficient information to review the clslgrogress annually and the
appropriateness of service(s).

Each LEA shall conduct a reassessment of eachrdtudl a disability if conditions
warrant a reassessment, or if the student's pareaticher requests a reassessment, but
at least once every three years. A response withdge to parents within 15 days. Each
LEA will monitor this data for compliance. Formadsessments shall require written
parent consent on the SELPA assessment plan form.

Each LEA and the COE shall develop a process foritmang the CASEMIS data. Each
LEA and service provider shall meet the State Perémce Plan Indicators (SPPI) of two
percent or less of out-of-compliance annual arehtrial IEPs.

Approved by Governing Council on October 10, 2008
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ANNUAL/TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT
LOCAL POLICY

| dentification-Referr al-Assessment-Reassessment-Planning/l mplementation-Review

The San Luis Obispo County SELPA has establish@tewpolicies and procedures for
identification-referral-assessment-planning/implatagon-review. This process includes
prior notification of rights at the time of initia¢ferral for special education assessment,
three (3) year reassessment, and annual review.

Special education means specially designed instruction, at no aoie parent/guardian,
to meet the unique needs of individuals with dils#ds, whose educational needs cannot
be met with modification of the regular instructiprogram, and related services, at no
cost to the parent/guardian, that may be needaddist these individuals to benefit from
specially designed instruction. Special educatiamvides a full continuum of program
options, including instruction conducted in thessl@om, in the home, in hospitals and
institutions, and in other settings; and instrutiio physical education, to meet the
educational and service needs of individuals wiglaldilities in the least restrictive
environment.

Legal Reference:
EC 56031
EC 56195.7 (a)
EC 56205 (a)(b)(7)
EC 56300-56382
EC 56320-333
EC 56380 (a)
CCRTitle 5, 3021-3029
5CCR 3030
20 USC Section 1412 (a)(7)
20 USC Section 1414 (a-¢)

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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LAR

INITIAL/ANNUAL/TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

I dentification-Referr al-Assessment-r eassessment-Planning/l mplementation-Review

Identification and evaluation of persons suspeofdthving a disability is the
responsibility of the district of residence, indlugl those instances in which such a
person is not currently enrolled in school. Reflrfor special education may be made in
writing to school, district and/or county officerathistrators. The student is assessed in
all areas related to the suspected disability asrideed in EC 56320.

Proceduresfor Identification-Referral-and I nitial Assessment

Parents and other concerned individuals may rédelests for special education when
needs cannot be met with modifications of the ragwistructional program. Parents and
other concerned individuals may also refer infamis preschoolers who are suspected of
having a disability. Children between birth angears 11 months of age are assessed by
the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education.

Children between the ages of 3 to 21, who arenedeo special education, are assessed
by the LEA of residence.

A student is referred for special education assessonly after the resources and
modifications of the regular education program ha@en implemented, documented, and
found to be insufficient.

In the event that classroom modifications havemet the student’s educational needs,
referral for special education assessment is mBdeents shall be notified, in writing,
that their child has been referred for assessneemdssible special education services.
Parental written permission is required for thecpss to continue.

Assessment

An assessment plan shall contain the followingnmiation (EC 56320-56330):

* Reason for assessment

» Description of materials and procedures

» Assessment personnel, listed by title and assedsarsm

* Individual’'s primary language and language proficiestatus (English
Language Learner)

* Recent assessments, including any available indigpp¢massessments and
assessment information the parent requests tormdsyed

[-25
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INITIAL/ANNUAL/TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT (cont.) LAR

» Alternative means as appropriate
* Right of parents to obtain an independent assegsahenblic expense, under
certain conditions

The assessment plan is developed within 15 days the date of referral not counting
days between sessions or school vacations, ulegsmtent agrees in writing to an
extension. When a referral is made 10 days arpésr to the end of the regular school
year, an assessment plan shall be developed uithdays of the commencement of the
next regular school year. The timelines for agsess$ are modified when referrals are
made the last 20 days of the school year. Assedsraee conducted by a
multidisciplinary team, including at least one tegicor specialist knowledgeable in the
area of suspected disability. All students beisgeased for initial and 3-year
reassessments have had current vision and hearegning, unless parental permission
was denied. Personnel are competent and appmlgriedined to administer and
interpret test results and, when necessary, ar@lkdgeable and understanding of
cultural and ethnic backgrounds and competent th tiee oral and written skills of
English Language Learners (EL). When appropretanterpreter is used. Individuals
are assessed in their primary language or otheermbdommunication and in all areas
related to the suspected disability.

Assessment materials and procedures are seleaeatlannistered in order not to be
discriminatory and to reflect the individual's d&iand aptitude levels. The assessment
process ensures that no single procedure is teecatgrion for determining placement.
An individual with a suspected low incidence disidpis assessed by qualified and
trained personnel, consistent with state guideliaad in all areas related to the
suspected disability.

The assessment shall be designed to determine
1) Whether the student has a disability, and
2) The content of the student’s IEP including inforimatrelated to enabling the
child to be involved in and progress in the genedalcation curriculum, or,
for preschool students, to participate in appraprétivities.

An IEP meeting is held, within 60 days from theedat the signed assessment plan, to
review with the parent(s) assessment resultsbdligi and the need for special
education services. The timeline may be expandéukeirvent of interruption of
instruction for more than 2 weeks. An IEP requiasc result of an assessment of a
student shall be developed within 30 days aftectramencement of the subsequent
regular school year for each student for whom erraf has been made 20 days or less
prior to the end of the regular school year.

Preschool children are reassessed prior to transity from a preschool program to

I-26
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INITIAL/ANNUAL/TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT (cont.) LAR

kindergarten or first grade and monitored to deteena continuing need for special
education.

Annual Review

IEP team meetings are held annually to review théent's progress in special education
based upon prior year annual goals and objectives.

Triennial Review

A reassessment of each pupil receiving specialadtrcand related services shall be
conducted at least every 3 years unless the panenthe LEA agree in writing that
reassessment is not necessary. The triennial assesshall be coordinated with the
annual review date, but shall not occur beyondeeired date of the evaluation.

As part of the assessment, the IEP team shallwesxésting data on the pupil, including
assessment and information provided by the pareatgent classroom assessments,
observations of the pupil, current state and disassessments, and information provided
by related services providers.

The district IEP team members shall administestastl other assessment materials as
needed to produce the data required to determine:

1) Whether the pupil continues to have a disability

2) Whether the disability has an impact on schoolgrerbnce and educational
needs

3) Whether the student continues to need special 8dacnd related services

4) Whether any additions or modifications to specthlaation and related services
are needed to enable the pupil to meet the medswaabual goals and participate
in the general curriculum

If the IEP team requires no additional data to nthkedetermination, the district shall
notify the pupil’s parents and include their righdsequest an assessment.

In either case, no assessment shall be conduclessithe written consent of the parent
has been received. However, the district team sbaltiuct a review of records and
develop a written report for the student’s recdrdsed on their findings regardless of
whether the parent has given written consent.

Assessment Report
The personnel who assess a student shall prepanitten report, or reports for the

assessment(s) completed. An assessment repdrinshade:
a. Whether the student may need special educatiomedaietd services
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b. The basis for making the determination.

Relevant behavior noted during the observation

The relationship of the behavior to the pupil’s@eaic and social

functioning

e. The educationally relevant health, development,raadical findings if
any.

f.  For pupils with learning disabilities, whether thés an inability to
achieve without special education and related sesvi

g. A determination concerning the effects of environtag cultural, or
economic disadvantage, where appropriate.

h. The need for specialized services, materials, angpenent for pupils with
low incidence disabilities.

e o

The assessment report shall be written using terdoy that is understandable to the
parent. An interpreter may be used to help a panmeserstand an assessment report. An
assessment report shall be translated to the parexive language or mode of
communication (when possible) if so requested leyprent.

Revised and Approved by Governing Council on Oatdl3s 2006

[-28



San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area

FAP

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP) AND
INDIVIDUALIZED FAMILY SERVICE PLAN (IFSP)
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that an Indivadized Education Plan (IEP) or an
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) is deysd, reviewed and revised for each
child with a disability who requires special edueatand related services in order to
benefit from his/her individualized education pragr. It shall be the policy of each LEA
that a review of an IEP will be conducted on astem annual basis to review a student’s
progress and make appropriate revisions.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(4)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP) FORMS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

The Local Education Agencies (LEAs) within the Sais Obispo County Special
Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) will use adop&&l PA-wide IEP forms. The San
Luis Obispo County SELPA director will work collatadively with the LEAS to develop
and revise IEP forms to meet federal and statenmaments. The IEP forms may be
approved by the SELPA' s legal counsel to ensunéocmity with federal and state law.
Instructions for the IEP will be located in the SEA Procedure Manual.

Legal References
EC 56195.7(a)

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005
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FAE

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP) FORMS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE EXHIBIT
See the current year SELPA Procedure Manual forfé&Rs and instructions.

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005
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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP)
LOCAL POLICY

The San Luis Obispo County Special Education L&tah Area (SELPA) desires to
provide educational alternatives that afford stusleth disabilities full educational
opportunities. Students with disabilities shatlaiwe a free appropriate public education
(FAPE) and be placed in the least restrictive emritent which meets their needs to the
extent provided by law.

It is the policy of each LEA that an Individual Ezidion Program (IEP) or Individual
Family Services Plan (IFSP) will be developed, eexed, and revised for each student
with a disability who requires special educatiod aglated services to benefit from
his/her IEP/IFSP. It shall be the policy of eadbALto review IEPs at least annually and
IFSPs every six months.

Legal Reference:
EC 56031
EC 56195.7 (a)
EC 56195.8 (a)(3)
EC 56201
EC 56205(a)
EC 56206
EC 56303
20 USC Section 1412 (a)(4)(5)(A)
20 USC Section 1414(d)
20 USC Section 1436(d)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP)
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Intent

It is the intent of the California Legislature athé members of the San Luis Obispo
SELPA that individualized education program teanetimgs be non adversarial and
convened solely for the purpose of making educatidacisions for the good of the
individual with exceptional needs.

It is further the intent of the member LEAs thdtsalidents with disabilities who are
eligible for special education and related servarescurrently receiving needed special
education and related services. This Local Pohoyl the other Local Policies in the
Local Plan, constitutes a practical method of naimg to meet this end.

Membersof the EP Team

The IEP team for any student with a disability slmadlude at least the following
members: (20 USC 1414(d)(1); 34 CFR 300.321; Hilut&ode 56341.1)

1. One or both of the student's parents/guardiarep@esentative appointed by the
parent/guardian, and/or foster parent or surrogpp®inted by SELPA.

“Parent” includes any of the following (EC 56028):

a. A person having legal custody of a child

b. Any adult pupil for whom no guardian or conservdtas been appointed

c. A person acting in the place of a parent, such@gsiadparent or stepparent,
with whom the child lives

d. A foster parent if the natural parents’ authorgyrake educational decisions
on the child’s behalf has been specificaltyited by court order

e. Surrogate parent means an individual assigned to act as a surrdgatbe
parent/guardian. The surrogate may representdawidaal with disabilities in
matters relating to identification, assessmentructional planning and
development, educational placement, reviewing antsing the IEP, and in
other matters relating to the provision of FAPEmindividual. (34 CFR
300.515; Education Code 56050) “Parent” does roude the state or any
political subdivision of government

2. If the student is or may be participating in thgular education program, at least
one regular education representative. If more tranregular education teacher
is providing instructional services to the studéim, LEA may designate one
representative.

3. At least one special education teacher or, whepeogpiate, at least one special
education provider for the student.
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4.

A representative of the Local Education Agency (L.E#luding county office of

education) who is:

a. Qualified to provide or supervise the provisiorspécially designed
instruction to meet the unique needs of students aisabilities

b. Knowledgeable about the general curriculum

c. Knowledgeable about the availability of LEA res@sc

An individual who conducted an assessment of theestt or who is
knowledgeable about the assessment proceduresauassess the student and
who is:

a. Familiar with the assessment results or recommenrdat

b. Qualified to interpret the instructional implicatiof assessment results

At the discretion of the parent/guardian or LEAjeatindividuals who have
knowledge or special expertise regarding the stijdeciuding related services
personnel as appropriate. The determination otléneghe individual has special
expertise regarding the student shall be madedypaity who invites the
individual to be a member of the IEP team. (EdocaCode 56341)

Whenever appropriate, the student with the didgbili

In addition, any of the following may participates appropriate:

a. The program specialist, school psychologist, schaate, school social
worker, counselor, or other student services wonkar has conducted an
assessment of the student, when the assessmagtifeant to the
development of the IEP

b. Any other person whose competence is needed bechtls=nature and

extent of the student's disability

A representative fluent in the student's primanglaage.

For students suspected of having a specific legrdisability, at least one

person of the team shall be qualified to condudividual diagnostic

examinations of the student, such as a school p&ygist, speech language
pathologist, or remedial reading teacher. At least team member, other
than the student’s regular education teacher, shakrve the student’s
academic performance in the regular classroommsggettif the child is younger
than five years or not enrolled in school, a teaeminer shall observe the
child in an environment appropriate for a childiwdt age.

e. For transition service participants pursuant tcCER 300.347.

The student with the disability, if the purposdlté meeting is the
consideration of the student's transition servieeds. If the student does not
attend the IEP team meeting, the LEA shall takeroskeps to ensure that the
student's preferences and interests are considered.

oo

A representative of any other agency that is likelpe responsible for
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providing or paying for transition services if ageacy does not attend the
meeting, the LEA shall take other steps to obtairigipation of the agency in
the planning of any transition services.

Excusalsfrom M eeting

A member of the IEP team may be excused from attgralteam meeting, in part or

whole, when the parent and the administrative ceesidrom the LEA agree in writing:

a. For member’s area of the curriculum or relatedisesvis not being modified or
discussed or

b. After consultation with the member and the membénstting written input
prior to the meeting. (EC 56341(g))

Exclusionsfrom Meetings

1. Members of the media may not attend an IEP imgast observers or participants
even though the parent/guardian has consentecthoagtendance.

2. Individuals having no knowledge of the educadiareeds of the students may not
attend an IEP meeting.

Required Meetings

The IEP team shall meet:
1. When a student has received an initial formal assest and, when desired, when
a student receives any subsequent formal assessment

2. When the student demonstrates a lack of anticigategress

3. Within 30 days of a parent/guardian written request meeting to develop,
review or revise the IEP

4. At least annually to:
The IEP team shall conduct the annual review. @th®y participate if they
have essential expertise or knowledge.
a. Review the student's progress to determine whétleestudent's annual goals
are being achieved
b. Review the IEP and the appropriateness of placement
c. Make any necessary revisions to the IEP

5. To consider reassessment data not more often #emhyyunless the LEA and
parent agree in writing, and shall occur at leastethree years unless the LEA
and parent are agree in writing reassessment scessary (EC 56831). This
meeting shall be for the purpose of reviewing:
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a. Assessment data

b. A determination of continued eligibility and conies to need special
education and related services

c. Whether any additions or modification to special@tion and related
services are needed to enable the student to heeahhual IEP goals

TimeLinesfor |EPs

1.

An IEP required as a result of an assessafghe student shall be developed
within 60 days, not counting days between the sttsleegular school sessions,
terms or days of school vacation in excess of$nt@ool days, from the date of
receipt of the parent/guardian’s written consenagsessment, unless the
parent/guardian agrees, in writing, to an extendttowever, an IEP required as a
result of an assessment of a student shall be aige@within 30 days after the
commencement of the subsequent regular schoofgeaach student for whom a
referral has been made 20 days or less prior terldeof the regular school year.
In the case of student school vacations, the 6Qidaylimit shall recommence

on the date that student school days reconvene.

If a participating agency, other than the LEA,dat provide the services
described in the student's IEP, the team shallhneaite to identify alternative
strategies to meet the service needs for the stse¢out in the IEP.

When a parent/guardian requests an IEP teagtingdo review the IEP, the team
shall meet within 30 days of receiving the paramfdian's written request, not
counting vacation days in the excess of five days.

A regular education or special education teacher asé for a review of the
classroom assignment of a special education stuesuibmitting a written
request to the superintendent or designee. Theristgndent or designee shall
consider the request within 20 days of receivingat counting days in July and
August or, for year-round schools, days when tiegkis off track. If the review
indicates a need for change in the student's plextnmstruction and/or related
services, the superintendent or designee shallecenan IEP meeting, which
shall be held within 30 days of the superintenaegrdesignee’s review, not
counting days in July or August or days when sclwoff track, unless the
student's parent/guardian consents in writing texdansion of time.

Procedural Safeguards and Protection of Parent Rights

1.

At each IEP meeting the LEA administrator or spiestian the team shall inform
the parent/guardian and student of the federakgatd procedural safeguards
included in the notice of parental rights.

The superintendent or designee shall takes stepnsure that a parent/guardian of
the student with a disability is present at eadh mieeting or is afforded the
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opportunity to participate. These steps shallite notifying the parent/guardian
of the meeting and scheduling the meeting at a afiytagreed on time and place.

Parent/guardian and the LEA shall have thet tig audiotape the proceedings of
IEP meetings, provided members of the IEP teanmatiéed of this intent at
least 24 hours before the meeting. If the LEA ginesce of intent to audiotape a
meeting, and if the parent/guardian objects orseguo attend because the
meeting would be audiotaped, the meeting shalbeatudiotaped.
Parent/guardian also has the right to inspect eniéw the audiotapes.
Parent/guardian and/or LEA shall not have the rightideotape the proceedings
unless all parties are in agreement. (EC 51512)

Procedure Safeguar ds (EC 56346)

1.

A student shall not be required to participatall or part of any special education
program unless the parent/guardian is first infatimewriting of the facts that
make participation in the program necessary ordels and the contents of the
IEP, and the parent/guardian consents, in writo@ll or part of the IEP after
receiving this notice.

If the parent/guardian does not consent tofdthe components of the IEP, then
those components of the IEP to which the parentdiaia has consented shall be
implemented so as not to delay providing instrucaod services to the student.

If it is determined that a part of the propd$EP to which the parent/guardian
does not consent is necessary in order to providseaappropriate public
education to the student, the LEA shall eithernarétlocal alternative dispute
resolution, mediation conference, or a due proheasing.

During the pendancy, the student shall remaingfhler current placement unless
the parent/guardian and the LEA agree otherwise.

Parent Attendance and Notice of an |EP M eeting

1.

The superintendent or designee shall senchppguardian notice of the IEP team

meetings early enough to ensure that they will lmvepportunity to attend. This

notice shall:

a. Indicate the purpose, time, and location efrtieeting.

b. Indicate who will be in attendance at the nmeget

c. Inform the parent/guardian of the proceduré@gaards relating to the
participation of other individuals on the IEP teatno have knowledge or
special expertise about the student.

d. Identify any other local agency that is likely te tesponsible for providing or
paying for services.

e. For students age 16, or younger if appropriate:
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2.

1) Indicate that the purpose of the meeting iscthesideration of needed
transition services for the student.

2) Indicate that the LEA will invite the studentthe IEP meeting

3) Identify any other agency that will be invitedsend a representative

If no parent/guardian can attend the meethmgsuperintendent or designee shall
use other methods to ensure parent/guardian getiicn, including individual or
conference telephone calls.

An IEP meeting may be conducted without a pareatfjan in attendance if the

LEA is unable to convince the parent/guardian Hedshe should attend. In this

case, the LEA shall maintain a record of its attesnt@ arrange a mutually agreed

upon time and place for the meeting may include:

a. Detailed records of telephone calls made or attechahd the results of those
calls

b. Copies of correspondence sent to the parent/guaatid any response
received

c. Detailed records of visits made to the parent/gaartiome or place of
employment and the results of those visits

Transfer Students Out of SEL PA (EC 56325)

1.

Students who transfer LEAs within the SarsL@bispo SELPA the receiving
LEA shall continue the existing IEP unless the ptaand the LEA agree to
revise the IEP.

Students who transfer from an LEA outsideShe Luis Obispo SELPA shall
after consultation with the parents be providecea &ind appropriate public
education consisting of comparable services toetldescribed on the previously
approved IEP for up to 30 days. The receiving L& Ahat time may adopt the
previously approved IEP or shall develop and imgeta new IEP.

Students who transfer from an LEA out of thet&of California into the San
Luis Obispo SELPA shall after consultation with frerents be provided a free
and appropriate public education consisting of caraple services previously
approved until the LEA conducts an assessmentfappropriate develops an
IEP.

Componentsand Formsof the |EP (EC 56341-56347)

The IEP shall be a written statement of the IEPtdashall contain as appropriate the
required components found in EC 56341 — 56345 SELPA shall develop forms,
which provide for the documentation of these regaients. The member LEAs shall use
these forms to document IEP team meetings.
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The IEP shall be a written statement of the IEPntdashall include, but not be limited
to, all of the following:
1. A statement of the present levels of the studexitsational performance,
including one of the following:
a. For a school age child, how the student's disghalfitects his/her involvement
and progress in the general curriculum.
b. For a preschool child, as appropriate, how thebilisaaffects his/her
participation in appropriate activities.

2. A statement of measurable annual goals, includemgbmarks or short-term
objectives related to:

a. For a school age child, meeting the student's nimadsesult from his/her
disability in order to enable the student to beolagd in and progress in the
general curriculum based on the California Con&tandards
For a preschool child, as appropriate, meetingltie's needs that result
from his/her disability to enable the child to pafate in appropriate
activities

b. Meeting each of the student's other educationalsideat result from the
student's disability

3. A statement of the specific special educationatirmsion and related services and
supplementary aids and services to be provideldestudent, or on behalf of the
student, and a statement of the program modifinata@ supports for school
personnel that will be provided for the student to:

a. Advance appropriately toward attaining the annwailg)

b. Be involved and progress in the general curricudund to participate in
extracurricular activities

c. Be educated and participate with other students eigabilities and
nondisabled students

4. An explanation of the extent, if any, to which #tadent will not participate with
nondisabled students in the regular class andaxtiaular activities.

5. A statement of any individual modifications in ta@ministration of state or LEA
assessments of student achievement that are needetkr for the student to
participate in such assessments.

6. The projected date for the beginning of the ses/an@d modifications and the
anticipated frequency, location, and duration okthservices and modifications.

7. Appropriate objective criteria, evaluation proceskjrand schedules for
determining, on at least an annual basis, wheligeatnual goals are being
achieved.

8. A statement of:
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9.

a. How the student's progress toward the annual galilee measured

b. How the student's parent/guardian will be regularfgrmed (by such means
as periodic report cards), at least as often anpguardian of nondisabled
students, of:

Transition Goals and Adult Student Notification:

a. Beginning with the IEP in effect during the timetthild turns age 16, and
annually thereafter shall include: measurable posisdary goals related to
training, education, employment and where approgriadependent living;
and transition services including courses of stuelyded to assist the pupil in
reaching transition goals. (EC 56345)

b. Beginning at least one year before the studentesaage 18, a statement that
the student has been informed of his/her righ@ny, pursuant to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEAat will transfer to the
student upon reaching age 18

Where appropriate, the IEP shall also include:

1.

For students in grades 7-12, any alternative maadsnodes necessary for the
student to complete the LEA's prescribed coursstuafy and to meet or exceed
standards required for graduation.

Linguistically appropriate goals, objectives, prams and services for students
whose primary language is not English.

Extended school year services (when needed to mirexgression of skills which
cannot be recouped in normal scheduling), as detethby the IEP team.

Provision for transition into the regular educatmngram if the student is to be
transferred from a special class or center, or nbhg nonsectarian school, into a
regular education program in a public school for part of the school day.

Specialized services, materials and equipmenttfmesits with low incidence
disabilities.

Development, Review, and Revision of the |EP (EC 56341-56347)

1.

The strengths of the student and the concernsegbdhent/guardian for enhancing
the education of their child.

The results of the initial assessment or most tegssessment of the student.

As appropriate, the results of the student's perémce on any general state or
LEA assessment programs.
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4.

10.

In the case of a student whose behavior impeddésehikearning or that of others,

if appropriate, positive behavioral interventiossategies and supports to address
that behavior.

In the case of a student with limited English prhcy, the language needs of
the student as such needs relate to the studert's |

In the case of a student who is blind or visuattpaired, the need to provide for
instruction in Braille and the use of Braille urdébe IEP team determines, after
an evaluation of the student's reading and wriskilis, needs, and appropriate
reading and writing media, that instruction in Beaor the use of Braille is not
appropriate for the student.

The communication needs of the student, and icdlse of a student who is deaf
or hard of hearing, the student's language and eoniwation needs, opportunities
for direct communications with peers and professi@ersonnel in the student's
language and communication mode, academic levelfidihrange of needs,
including opportunities for direct instruction imet student's language and
communication mode.

Whether the student requires assistive technolegicds and services.

The IEP may be revised, as appropriate, to address:

a. Any lack of expected progress toward the annualsyo

b. The results of any reassessment.
An evaluation of the student shall be conductddast once every three
years, or more frequently if conditions warrantjfdhe student’s
parent/guardian or teacher requests an assessment

c. The student's anticipated needs.

d. Whether the student requires an intervention, accodation, or other
program modification.

As a member of the IEP team, the regular educaéipresentative need not
participate in all decisions made at the IEP meetinto be present throughout
the entire meeting. However, to the extent appatgrthe representative shall
participate in the development, review and revigibthe student's IEP.

Due Process/M ediation (EC 56346)

A student shall not be required to participatelimapart of any special education
program unless the parent/guardian is first infarmewriting of the facts that make
participation in the program necessary or desirahtéthe contents of the IEP, and the
parent/guardian consents, in writing, to all ontdithe IEP after receiving this notice. If
the parent/guardian does not consent to all oEtimeponents of the IEP, then those
components of the IEP to which the parent/guartiasconsented shall be implemented
S0 as not to delay providing instruction and sewito the student.
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If it is determined that a part of the proposed t&Rhich the parent/guardian does not
consent is necessary in order to provide a freeogpiate public education to the student,
the LEA shall either initiate local alternative plige resolution, mediation conference, or
a due process hearing.

During the pendancy, the student shall remaingrhier current placement unless the
parent/guardian and the LEA agree otherwise.

If a due process hearing is held, the hearing aecshall be the final administrative

determination and shall be binding upon the parties

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTSWITH DISABILITIES
LOCAL POLICY

The San Luis Obispo County Special Education L&tah Area (SELPA) shall ensure
that transportation services are provided for sitgleith disabilities as specified in their
Individualized Education Program (IEP). The LoEducation Agencies (LEAS) shall
make transportation available for students at rebd toparent/guardian when specified as
a related service in the student's IEP.

The LEAs shall establish criteria and proceduresl&ermining the most appropriate
mode of transportation for an individual studergdzhon identified needs as determined
in the IEP or accommodation plan. Transportatidredales shall be arranged so that
students with disabilities do not spend an excesamount of time on buses compared to
other students. Arrivals and departures shalteddace the length of the school day for
these students except as may be prescribed onliduml basis.

Legal Reference:
EC 56195.8 (b)(5)

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTSWITH DISABILITIES
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

When authorizing special transportation for stugdevith disabilities, the IEP team shall
consider all of the following:

1. The student's safety and health needs

2. The extent to which transportation arrangements nedfy the student develop
independent mobility skills

3. The student's difficulty in using regular transptidn services
4. The coordination of regular and special transpianat
(cf. 6159 - Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Disabled students may use transportation regupaidyided to nondisabled students as
determined by the IEP team.

(cf. 3540 - Transportation)

When a disabled student is excluded from schooltaumsportation due to violations of
the education code, the district shall make prowisifor alternative transportation at no
cost to the student or parent/guardian. (Educa&liotge 48915.5)

(cf. 5144.2 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process (Individual s with Disabilities)

When contracting with a nonpublic, nonsectariarostbr agency to provide special
education services, the superintendent or desigim@éensure that the contract includes

general administrative and financial agreementgedI|to the provision of transportation
services specified in the student's IEP. (Edunafiode 56366)

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTSWITH DISABILITIES
FOR HOMELESSOR IN FOSTER PLACEMENT
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

If there is disagreement between LEAs over resjditgifor transportation of foster
youth or the homeless, the LEAs will equally shieecost for the remainder of the

school year.

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005
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TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTSWITH DISABILITIES
LOCAL EXHIBIT

See the current year SELPA Procedure Manual forfé&Rs and instructions.

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005

[-46

LE



San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area

FAP

ACCESSTO INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA to provide ingttional materials to blind students or
other students with print disabilities in a timetanner according to the state adopted
National Instructional Materials Accessibility Stkamd.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(23)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FULL ACCESSTO CORE CURRICULUM

STATE REQUIRED POLICY

Each Local Education Agency (LEA) shall ensure shatlents with disabilities will have

full access to the following unless otherwise pded in a student’s Individualized
Education Program (IEP):

» All required core curriculum including state adapt®re curriculum textbooks and
supplementary textbooks

* Instructional materials and support in order thatients with disabilities attain
higher standards in reading

Approved by Governing Council on June 26, 2003
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SRP
READING LITERACY
STATE REQUIRED POLICY

It shall be the policy of each member LEA that idey to improve the educational results
for students with disabilities, SELPA Local Plahal§include specific information to
ensure that all students who require special edurcaiill participate in the California
Reading initiative.
Legal Reference:

Sate Board Requirement, 2/99

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LITERACY PARTICIPATION IN THE CALIFORNIA READING INITIATIVE
LOCAL POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that in ordeiintgprove the educational results for
students with disabilities, SELPA Local Plans shradlude specific information to ensure
that all students who require special educatiohpaitticipate in the California Reading
Initiative (CRI).

The CRI is a comprehensive research-based apptoaehding that will be emphasized in
the early grades and which includes:

* An organized, explicit skills program that includgsonemic awareness, phonics,
and decoding skills to address the needs of thegemiereader

» A strong literature, language and comprehensiogrpro that includes a balance of
written and oral language activities

» An ongoing diagnostic system that provides a pigthee basis for instruction.

» Assessment that measures student progress andmpragcountability

» Early intervention activities for children at riskreading failure

» Technigues for meeting the needs of diverse lesrner

Revised and Approved by Governing Council on Oatdfze 2007
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FAAR

PARTICIPATION IN STATE/DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENTS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

The LEAs within the San Luis Obispo County SpeEidlication Local Plan Area
(SELPA) are committed to all students having actessate and/or LEA assessments.
Through the Individualized Education Program (I|BR)cess each student's strengths and
weaknesses will be determined as to the contetiieof EA and/or statewide assessment
to determine appropriate means of access to tlesssent(s).

Special education students shall be tested witliéseggnated state achievement test and
the standards-based test, unless their IEP spabjfidentifies that the student will be
tested with the CAPA.

Students in special education programs with IEPgwadents with current Section 504
plans shall be tested and the modifications ormosodations shall be made.

A student shall be permitted to take exams or aasersts with the accommodation
and/or modifications as identified in the IEP od5flan. School personnel have a
responsibility for ensuring special education stugdnave appropriate accommodations
and/or modifications to meet the individual neetithe students and allow access to all
state and LEA assessments. The SELPA IEP docunmshisle a form for state
assessments, which is updated to reflect curreleré and state mandates. Each LEA
will follow and implement the California State Bdawf Education policies and
administrative regulations related to assessmais, ebllection, and waiver processes.

Legal References
EC 56205(a), 5 CCR 853

Approved by Governing Council on June 17, 2005
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PARTICIPATION IN STATE/DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENTS
LOCAL POLICY

It shall be the policy of the San Luis Obispo CQUBELPA that students with
disabilities are included in state and district-evassessment including alternate
assessment, with appropriate accommodations andicabidns where necessary.

Legal Reference:
EC 56205(a)
20 USC 1412 (a)(17)

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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FAP

PARTICIPATION IN ASSESSMENTS
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that all studentth disabilities shall participate in
state and district-wide assessments programs.|[Biégeam determines how a student
will access assessments with or without accommaasitior access alternate
assessments, consistent with state standards goyeuch determinations.

Federal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(16)

Revised and approved by Governing Council on Oct&Be2007
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FAP

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE)
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that to the nmaMm extent appropriate, children with
disabilities, including children in public or priteinstitutions or other care facilities, are
educated with children who are not disabled. $petass, separate schooling, or other
removal of a student with disabilities from the geal educational environment, occurs
only when the nature or severity of the disabitiffhe student is such that education in
general classes with the use of supplemental aidservices cannot be achieved
satisfactorily.

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(5)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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FAAR

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE)
FEDERAL ASSURANCE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

It is agreed by the member LEAs of the SELPA tipaicgal education is an integral part
of the total public education system and provid#tgcation in a manner that promotes
maximum interaction between students with disaégjtincluding students in public and
private institutions and other care facilities, atadents without disabilities, in a manner
appropriate to the needs of both. To the maximutarg>appropriate, students with
disabilities will be educated with students who mogdisabled. Special classes, separate
schooling or other removal of a student with dibtés from the general educational
environment, occurs only when the nature or seyefithe disability of the student is
such that education in general classes with thetisepplemental aids and services
cannot be achieved satisfactorily. To supportahian individual student level, the
requirements of legally compliant IndividualizedUgdtion Program (IEP) meetings will
be reviewed, including the responsibility to ficsetnsider the general education classroom
for each student. The three-part full inclusiost {éisted below), as outlined by the 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals in Holland vs. Sacramebiafied School District, is the
guldlng principle to be used by LEAs and IEP teams.

The educational benefits available to the studeatgeneral classroom,

supplemented with appropriate aids and servicesp@apared with the

educational benefits of a special education classro

. The nonacademic benefits of interaction with stisl@rho are not
disabled

. The effect of the student's presence on the teactteother students in the
classroom

When scarcity of population or other factors prexaehEA from directly providing a
required service for its pupils, the service mayb®ided by the county office, another
school within the LEA of attendance, a school mearby LEA, or by a provider LEA as
outlined in the Special Education Local Plan Ar8&I(PA) Annual Service Plan.

In determining the appropriate LRE placement fadsnhts with disabilities, the IEP team
shall:

1. Determine if the student can be served in a gemel@ation classroom setting at
the student's neighborhood school with supplemexdal and services. The IEP
shall specify any needed supplemental aids andcssrv

2. Determine if the student can be served by the apedication services provided
at the student's neighborhood school campus. TReslall specify the extent to
which the student will not be in the general edioceclassroom setting and
activities
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LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE) (cont.) FAAR

If the IEP team determines the special educatiorces at the student's neighborhood
school campus are not appropriate to meet the reedstlined by the IEP team, the
following shall be implemented:

1. Document why a different school site is necessagjuding why education at the
neighborhood school site with supplemental aidssamdices is not appropriate to
meet the IEP

2. For students being transitioned to the neighborrsmtwbol setting for all or part

of the school day, specify the timeline for traiositas well as the activities
needed to support the transition

Every attempt shall be made to place classes oergieeducation sites where students
have an opportunity for interaction with nondisabpeers. The SELPA facilities policy
and administrative regulation describes the prouassd to assign special education
programs to locations on general education camparsg$or appropriate disbursement
throughout the SELPA and member LEAS.

The LEAs will continue to locate facilities and grams designed to serve students with
severe disabilities on general education campustetextent that the needs of students,
as determined by the IEP team, can best be meiwvathinstructional setting of a
general education campus.

In constructing new facilities, LEAs within the SEA will follow accessibility
provisions provided by law under the Americans vidikabilities Act (ADA). It is the
responsibility of the facilities plan committeerview annually the long range facility
needs of the SELPA and recommend for approval &yatwverning Council an updated
plan and policy, if necessary, to be implementedughout the SELPA.

Students have access to all general educationtagj\yprograms, and facilities and will
participate in those activities as appropriatentrtneeds. The IEP team will determine
how the student will participate with nondisablesks with equal access in general
education programs and what accommodations, ifamyneeded. All school personnel
will facilitate opportunities for social interactie between individuals with disabilities
and nondisabled individuals.

The IEP form contains a statement of:

. Supplemental aids and services that the studedsriteeensure
participation in general education
. A statement that students will participate in aggaheducation

environment with nondisabled peers unless the stigdiill time
involvement and progress in general educationauum is precluded by
the nature and severity of the disability
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LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE) (cont.) FAAR

No student will be referred for special educatiotess the general education resources
have been considered, utilized, and the documedeammodations and/or
modifications have been made prior to referralsfpecial education services.

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE)
LOCAL POLICY

It shall be the policy of the San Luis Obispo CQUIBELPA) that theeast restrictive
environment means that to an appropriate extent, studentsdigtbilities, including
children in public or private institutions, sha# bducated with children who are not
disabled, including nonacademic and extracurricsggvices and activities.

Legal Reference:
EC 56205(a)
EC 56031,
EC 56201
EC 56206
EC 56303
Sate Board Policy (10/10/86)
20 USC Section 1412

Approved by Governing Council on June 18, 2004
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CONFIDENTIALITY
FEDERAL ASSURANCE POLICY

It shall be the policy of each LEA that the confitlality of personally identifiable data

information and records maintained by the LEA iaato children with disabilities and
their parents and families shall be protected @nsto the Family Educational Rights

and Privacy Act (FERPA).

Legal Reference:
20 USC 1412 (a)(8)

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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CONFIDENTIALITY
LOCAL POLICY

It shall be the policy of the San Luis Obispo CguBpecial Education Local Plan Area
(SELPA) that the confidentiality of personally idi#iable data, information, and records
maintained by the LEA relating to children with @liglities and their parents and families
shall be protected pursuant to the Family educatiBights and privacy Act (FERPA).

Legal Reference:
EC 56205 (a)
20 USC 1412 (a)(8)
20 USC 1417

Approved by Governing Council on October 12, 2007
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LAR

DIRECTORY INFORMATION
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION

Any LEA within San Luis Obispo County SELPA opengfia regional program shall
maintain student directory information as defingddC 49076.11.b.1 in a secure
location within the main office of the school sitewhich the program is located. The
school district may release directory informatioonfi pupil records to appropriate
persons in connection with an emergency if knowéedithe information is necessary to
protect the health and safety of the pupil or offe@sons. School district staff and other
education service providers working within the peischools with legitimate educational
interest as defined by EC 49076 may have accessdent information.

Legal Reference:
EC 49076.11.b.1
EC 49602

Approved by Governing Council November 13, 2009
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