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INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT:
Tri-Counties Regional Center and San L uis Obispo County SEL PA
December, 2004

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Agreement is to describe satfiegperating procedures of Tri-Counties
Regional Center (TCRC) and San Luis Obispo Coupsctal Education Local Plan Area
(SELPA) relating to the implementation &art C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (hereinafter referred to asPart C of IDEA") and the implementing
regulations. This Agreement will define the compasenecessary to ensure effective
cooperation and coordination between the two agsnici respect to referral procedures,
assessment procedures, Individualized Family SerRian (IFSP), transition procedures,
service coordination, provision of services, pawbrlast resort, procedural safeguards,
surrogate parents, and dispute resolution. TCRC @BUPA are obligated by their
respective contracts with the Department of Devaleptal Services (DSS) and California
Department of Education (CDE), to make a good faifort to develop and maintain an
interagency agreement.

PARTIES

The parties to this Agreement are Tri-Counties Begi Center and San Luis Obispo
County Special Education Local Plan Area. For thgpses of this agreement, the SELPA
will delegate authority to San Luis Obispo Count§i¢@ of Education (SLOCOE) to serve
as the Local Education Agency (LEA for Part C).

TARGET POPULATION

This Agreement applies to activities and servicesfggmed on behalf of infants and
toddlers, birth through two years of age, and tli@milies, who are eligible for early
intervention services undé®art C of IDEA, as defined in California statute, regulations,
and policies.California Early Intervention Services Act - California Government Code
Title 14, Chapter 4, Section 95014 (Appendix A) further define the eligible populatio

"PAYOR OF LAST RESORT"

A. Financial Responsibility
TCRC and SELPA will operate within the provision§ the State Interagency
Agreement executed between the DDS and the CDEHulgf 2D00. The pertinent
sections of the State Interagency Agreement pantaiio "payor of last resort” are as
follows:

V-17.2



INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT:
Tri-Counties Regional Center and San L uis Obispo County SEL PA

December, 2004

1.

4.

Definition - In accordance witfitle 17, Section 52000(b)(37) (Appendix E), the
“payor of last resort” means TCRC or the LEA fortR@ that is required to pay
for early intervention services listed on the IR&lfen third party payers or other
agencies do not have an obligation to pay as reduby Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Title 34, Section 303.527 (Appendix B).

Tri Counties Regional Center (TCRE)CRC will be the "payor of last resort"
for all Part C of IDEA eligible infants who are TCRC consumers as defimgd
State law and policies and the annual State apiolicarhis includes infants who
may be eligible for both TCRC and special educaservices. It will not include
infants with solely low-incidence visual, hearingyr severe orthopedic
impairment, or any combination thereof, who meet ¢hteria inSections 56026
and 56026.5 of the California Education Code (Appendix C), and in the
California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Subdivisions (a), (b), (d) or (e) of
Section 3030 and Section 3031 (Appendix D).

Local Education Agency (LEAor Part C)- For the purpose of providing services
to this population, the County Office of Educatierves as the LEA for Part C.
The LEA for Part C will be the "payor of last reSdor those infants with solely
low-incidence visual, hearing or severe orthopedicpairment, or any
combination thereof, who meet the criteria in tB&ifornia Education Code,
Sections 56026 and 56026.5 (Appendix C), and in theCalifornia Code of
Regulations, Title 5, Subdivisions (a),(b),(d) or (e) of Section 3030, and Section
3031 (Appendix D).

Dually Served- For infants and toddlers and their families wdre eligible to
receive services from both TCRC and the LEA fortRar TCRC shall be the
agency responsible for providing or purchasing appate early intervention
services that are beyond the mandated responsibitf the LEA. The LEA for
Part C shall provide special education servicepea€alifornia Education Code,
Sections 564261.1-56426.4 (Appendix C), up to its funded program capacity.

B. Maintenance Effort
Although TCRC is the designated "payor of last rédor children jointly served by
TCRC and SELPA, the LEA for Part C shall providelye@tervention services to
infants who meet both agencies’ eligibility criseprovided the LEA does not exceed
its 1980-81 mandate or its 1992-93 funded capaeitychever is greater, as follows:

1980-81 Mandate 1992-93 Funded Capacity
2 infants 2.61 units x 14 = 37 infants
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Once the LEA reaches its funded capacity, based thm above criteria, TCRC will
be responsible for providing early interventionvésgs to all dually eligible infants.
TCRC and LEA may contract for early interventiorrviees beyond the funded
capacity of maintenance of effort.

V. PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES

A.

Referral Procedures

TCRC and SELPA agree to use the "Early Start Pmdraquiry/Referral (ESPIR)"
form as a common interagency initial screening angpliry document. (Note: All
forms are included in Appendix F to this Agreememf}RC agrees to act as a single
point of entry for Early Start infants and toddldrEA (for Part C) agrees to facilitate
entry when it is in the best interest of the infanddler and family. TCRC and
SELPA agree to begin the referral process whenacted by a parent or legal
representative of an infant or toddler. A parentlegal representative must give
consent prior to the exchange of information betwagencies. The agency that
receives the referral will notify the other agendycopy of the ESPIR will be faxed
and/or mailed to the second agency within 24 houisy the next business day. The
party to be notified of the referral at TCRC is fiensumer Services Manager (or
designee). The party to be notified for SELPA ig ttoordinating administrator
through the County Education Office (or design&mth agencies ensure availability
for contact at all times during the year on allibass days. TCRC agrees to notify the
LEA for Part C when a referral of an infant or té&tdwith a solely low-incidence
visual, hearing, or orthopedic impairment is reediper this agreement.

All families referred to Early Start will be offedea referral to the Family Resource
Center. This will occur during the intake process.

Evaluation Procedures

The determination of eligibility for an infant ooddler shall be made by qualified
personnel of the TCRC or LEA for Part C. The deteation shall be made with the
participation of the multidisciplinary team inclugj the parent.

The agencies will decide at the time the referslshared as to who will be
responsible for the completion of the evaluatiod assessment process. Ideally, a
joint evaluation should be conducted. The lead egevill assign an interim service
coordinator who is responsible for ensuring the gletion of the initial IFSP. Factors
to consider in determining who will complete thalesation and assessment are listed
as follows:

1. The nature of the parent(s)/family's concerns and needs of the child i.e.,
medical, social, financial, developmental, etc.; and
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2. The agency that is more likely to play a prominet¢ with the child and family;
and

3. If the child is solely low incidence; and
4. The utilization of LEA for Part C maintenance offoetf.

C. Assessment Procedures
Assessment means, written notice to parents artd paitental consent, the ongoing
procedures used by appropriate qualified persotimelughout the period of an
infant's/toddler's eligibility to identify the falving:

1. The infant's/toddler's unique strengths, needssandces to meet those needs;

2. The resources, priorities, concerns of the fanalyd the supports and services
necessary to enhance the family's capacity to neetlevelopmental needs of
their infant or toddler;

3. Family assessments shall be family directed andintaty on the part of the
family;

4. The initial evaluation and assessment must be cstegblwithin the 45 day
timeline and address the following developmentaaar level of physical and
motor development including vision, hearing, andltestatus; communication
development; cognitive development; social/emoticiexelopment; and adaptive
development.

LEA for Part C will secure assessments for infamtdoddlers with a solely low-
incidence visual, hearing, or severe orthopedicaimmpent, or any combination
thereof, and for dually served infants or toddierd EA for Part C funded program
capacity. TCRC will secure assessments for infanteoddlers who are eligible for
TCRC services. This may include infants or todden® are eligible for service from
both agencies.

D. Individualized Family Service Plans
Both parties to this Agreement will participatetie multi-agency IFSP meeting for
any infant/toddler served by the two agencies. iflteal IFSP will be completed
within 45 days of the receipt of the referral. IFBRnat and content will comply with
Part C of IDEA and California Early Intervention Services Act - California
Government Code Title 14, Chapter 5 (Appendix A). The agencies will use a
common IFSP form. Both parties must agree to anglifications made to this form.
The form will be reviewed annually to determinenibdifications are necessary.
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An IFSP meeting must be conducted annually to ewelthe IFSP for the child and

the child's family. A review of the IFSP for thkild and the child's family must be

conducted every six months or more frequently ifidibons warrant. The review may

be carried out by a meeting or by another meartsishacceptable to the parent and
other participants.

Any changes made to the IFSP must be documentékeoplan and a copy must be
sent to the other agency for their records. No egesr multidisciplinary team,
including any agency listed ialifornia Early Intervention Services Act - California
Government Code Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 95012(a) (Appendix A), shall presume
or determine eligibility, including services, fonyaother agency. Both agencies agree
to participate in the development of the IFSP fafamts and toddlers and their
families who are served by the other agency. Wkegnired on the IFSP, provision of
services during periods of school vacations wilhtede. The agency’s representative
attending the IFSP meetings will have the authdotwign the IFSP document for
their respective agency.

The IFSP meeting should be conducted in the fasmigtive language, "unless clearly
not feasible." LEA for Part C will provide integiers at IFSP meetings for families
of infants or toddlers with a solely low-incidendgsual, hearing, or severe orthopedic
impairment, or any combination thereof and for fuakrved infants or toddlers to

LEA for Part C funded program capacity. TCRC witbpide interpreters at IFSP

meetings for families of infants or toddlers whe atigible for TCRC services, but

not dually served.

E. Transfer Procedures
TCRC and SELPA agree to follow the transfer proceslias outlined ifitle 17,
Chapter 2, Section 52111 (Appendix E). Transfers occurring from regionahtes
(RC) to local education agency (LEA), LEA to LEREA to RC, and RC to RC,
should be completed as soon as possible and delysled. Upon receipt of
evaluation and assessment materials, an IFSP wittdmpleted within established
timelines.

RCs and LEAs will use existing information wheneveossible to determine
continued eligibility and services.

F. Transition Procedures (IFSP)

TCRC and SELPA agree that transition planning ioagoing interagency process
that begins with the determination of eligibilitgrfearly intervention services. The
child's transition from current programs and sesimto (a) new program(s) requires
adjustments by the child and family and cooperasiomong the agencies that provide
these programs. The written IFSP Transition Plaukhinclude community program

options, the necessary evaluations, assistandarfolies in evaluating and accessing
programs/services and communication between teambers to ensure that the child
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and family are well prepared for the transitioneThansition plan will include steps
to prepare the child for changes in service dejivercluding steps to help the child
adjust to and function in a new setting. Thesesstegy include supporting visitation,
participation, and observation within the potensialtings.

LEA for Part C will develop and implement Transiti®lans for infants or toddlers
with a solely low-incidence visual, hearing, or sevorthopedic impairment, or any
combination thereof, and for dually-served infawots toddlers to LEA's funded

program capacity. TCRC will develop and implemerdnkition Plans for infants or
toddlers who are eligible for TCRC services. TCR€oawill be responsible for

contacting the LEA (district of residence) when ampiate to participate in the

toddler's Transition Plan meeting with the family.

The written Transition Plan is developed at varitioses, depending on the child's
age when he/she first begins receiving servicemchEagency will facilitate the
transition of children to the LEA (district of re&ince) no matter what age the child
when identified. See following page for timeline.

G. ServiceCoordination
It is agreed that the agency which initiates thal@ation with the family assumes the
role of Interim Service Coordinator until the IFSBrvice Coordinator is identified at
the initial IFSP meeting.

Service coordination means the activities carrigdoy a service coordinator to assist
and enable an eligible infant/toddler and family rexeive the rights, procedural
safeguards, and services authorized. Service cwirdn, by qualified personnel, is
also an early intervention service, and it musptmvided under public supervision.
The role of the service coordinator undBart C of IDEA is to facilitate
implementation of the IFSP and to coordinate sewsviwvith other agencies and
persons. Qualified service coordinators are defiaebeing knowledgeable about:
eligible infants and toddler®art C of IDEA, California Early Intervention Service
Act, nature and scope of services, and purchasergices policies of TCRC and/or
SELPA.
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TIMELINE

ACTIVITY

Between
Ages 2-0 to 2-6

Review transition procedures with family.

Between
Ages 2-6to 2-11

An informal meeting which includes the LEA
(district of residence), is held to share
information;

Family develops IFSP Transition Plan with
agency/agencies.

Necessary additional assessment information i
identified and generated,;

A formal referral is made for the transitionriro

infant services to the LEA (district of residence),

The LEA (district of residence) should when
appropriate contact the COE.

Difference between Part C and Part B are
discussed with the family.

\" 14

Age 2-11

The LEA (district of residence) schexduand
holds the IEP meeting to determine eligibility.
If child is eligible under Part B educational
services are identified. The LEA (district of
residence) may invite the COE based on need
the child.

\"2J

Age 3.0

LEA (district of residence) assumes oasibility
for students who qualify under Part B.

If eligible, services begin based upon the staté

noted in the IEP.

See Appendix F for transition forms and AppendifoGthe transition handbook.
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VI.

VII.

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS/DUE PROCESS

Both parties will abide by the Procedural Safegsas outlined in IDEA and accompanying
regulations. TCRC and the LEA for Part C agreeptovide copies of parent rights to
families when indicated in the law and upon parequest. TCRC and the LEA for Part C
agree to inform each other when an appeal is fadian behalf of an infant or toddler.

TCRC and the LEA for Part C recognize the imporéaaied value to infants and toddlers and
their families of promptly using informal meansrasolve issues. When issues arise TCRC
and the LEA for Part C will encourage families tgeuhe Family Resource Center and/or
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR). When dismutarise both parties agree to refer
families to the Family Resource Center and/or ® $ELPA to encourage the use of the
ADR process when appropriate.

Both parties recognize that selection of the ADBcpss does not preclude the family’s right
to request formal Due Process and that families Imaag disagreements with TCRC, SELPA

and/or the LEA for Part C, where the ADR processsdaot work or which require use of the

formal due process procedures. In disputes reglatindentification, evaluation, assessment,
placement, or services for an infant or toddleraeept may request a mediation conference
and/or a due process hearing.

Requests for a mediation conference and/or dueepsoleearing shall be in writing and filed
on a Due Process Mediation and Hearing Request Ho81m802 with the Office of
Administrative Hearings. This form will be provii¢o families upon request by the TCRC
or the LEA for Part C. In lieu of the Request Fdamilies may submit a letter of request for
due process which contains all the pertinent infdrom and is signed by the requesting
family member.

SURROGATE PARENTS

TCRC, SELPA, and LEA for Part C agree to collaberat the recruiting, training, and
appointing of surrogate parents (volunteers). Withunteers' consent, LEA for Part C will
share with TCRC names of surrogate parents fronexisting list. A surrogate parent will be
appointed by TCRC and/or LEA when no parent caidbetified; or after reasonable effort,
the whereabouts of a parent cannot be discoverdtipdnfant/toddler is a ward of the court
and/or the family has had their educational rigletmoved by a court of law. A surrogate
parent may represent the child in all matters eelab the evaluation and assessment of a
child, the development and implementation of thiédhIFSP and periodic reviews, and the
ongoing provision of early intervention servicegquesting mediation or due process
hearings, transition planning, and any other gatrvention service und&art C of IDEA.

The agency that assigns a surrogate parent todandunal child shall also be responsible for
ensuring that the surrogate has no interest thaflicts with the interests of the infant or
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VIII.

toddler he or she represents, ensuring that thegate has knowledge and skills that ensure
adequate representation of the infant or toddledl, ensuring that the surrogate parent is not
an employee of any regional center, LEA, or seryioevider involved in the provision of
early intervention services to the infant or toddle

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
TCRC and SELPA/LEA for Part C agree to work coopeely to minimize interagency
disputes and when such disputes occur, both agendileseek a speedy resolution. When
disputes do occur both parties agree:

1. To follow the process outlined below, and

2. That nothing in these dispute resolution procesiprecludes a family or agency from

initiating due process or complaint procedures.

Both parties agree when local disputes occur betwWw&RC and SELPA/LEA for Part C that
the following procedure will be followed:

1. Initially every attempt will be made to resolve ttispute as soon as possible by the
individuals involved.

2. If initial efforts to resolve the dispute fail bopfarties agree to meet at the appropriate
administrative level.

3. When TCRC and LEA for Part C have a dispute thanotabe resolved between
them, after informing the other party’s lead admiir@tor they may do any of the
following:

a. Request in writing mediation/facilitation from a taally agreed-upon resource;

b. Request technical assistance from California Depamt of Education (CDE)
and/or Department of Developmental Services (DDS).

4. If resolution cannot be reached within 120 calerddays, the issue will be referred to
CDE and DDS for a State-level review and resolution

STATUS OF SERVICE DURING A DISPUTE

During the pendency of a dispute, a child must icolt to receive the early intervention

services currently being provided in accordancén\ait IFSP. TCRC and LEA for Part C

agree that services will not be delayed or denechbse of disputes regarding financial or
other responsibilities. If the dispute involvestial early intervention services, the child

must receive the early intervention services idexatiand agreed to in the IFSP.

Nothing in these dispute resolution proceduresl giralclude a parent or an agency from
initiating due process in accordance wiflode of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 34,
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Sections 303.420-303.425 (Appendix B), andTitle 17, Sections 52172-52174 (Appendix E)
or complaint procedures in accordance w@hlifornia Code of Regulations, Title 34,
Sections 303.510-303.512 andTitle 17, Sections 52170 and 52171 (Appendix E).

X. TRAINING

TCRC and LEA for Part C agree to participate imjdrainings of staff regardinBart C of
IDEA. Future joint trainings may be held when new pdoces are developed or this
Agreement is substantially modified. Both agencapgee to share information about
conferences or workshops pertinenPaot C of IDEA. Staff will be informed of the contents
of this Agreement. TCRC and SELPA agree to collateon group workshops for families.

Xl. LOCAL INTERAGENCY COORDINATION

A. TCRC's Director of Consumer Services or desgaed LEA's (For Part C) Director or
designee will participate in the local interagecoprdination group. This forum will be
used to share information regarding agency proesjuiunding concerns, planning
interagency training, child-find and outreach atit®g, and other matters that may affect
services to eligible infants and toddlers and tifemilies. The forum also may be used
for discussions regarding new and/or needed ressuand identification of gaps in
services.

B. TCRC as the initial point of determination difyéility and service needs agrees to refer
for service all eligible children and families teetLEA for Part C during periods of time
when the LEA for Part C is below their capacityoprio selecting vendorized services.
The LEA for Part C agrees to provide to referradilele children appropriate services in
appropriate settings. In specific cases when iefihety is unable to follow the practices
set forth in this section they will notify the |déateragency coordinating group (see XI A
above) within 24 hours of the inability to comply.

XIl. TERMSAND REVIEW OF AGREEMENT

This Agreement will be in effect upon approval othbagencies’ appropriate representatives.
The agreement will be revised by Septembéofleach year thereafter and will remain in
effect barring the need for substantial modificasioTCRC’s Director of Consumer Services
or designee and SELPA Director or designee wiltiate the annual review of this
agreement.

It is our plan to review this Agreement and makanges, as necessary or as required by new
legislation. No additions, deletions, or modificais may be made to this Agreement without
the joint, written approval of the parties to thgréement.
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This document is in effect until replaced by a sed interagency agreement signed by
all parties.

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT APPROVAL

This Agreement shall be in effect from , and shall be effective
until changed by mutual agreement.

The Agreement conforms to implementatiorPaft C of IDEA of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act.

ALAN HILTON, Ed.D. OMAR NOORZAD

SELPA Director Executive Director,

San Luis Obispo County SELPA Tri-Counties Regional Center
Date Date

Attachments: Appendices A-G
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