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SELPA Governance Council Meeting 

AGENDA
October 16,  2026   
 8:00 am - 9:00 am

San Luis Obispo County Office of Education
3350 Education Drive, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

Pleasant Valley Joint Union Elementary School
2025 Ranchita Canyon Road, San Miguel, CA 93451

Join Zoom Meeting
https://slocoe-org.zoom.us/j/96286779097?pwd=R2xL6OOdlKEf3CDtnNVPOhw8ZaeaPv.1 

Meeting ID: 962 8677 9097
Passcode: 479344 

Phone Number to Join Zoom Meeting:
Dial:  1 (669) 900-9128

If you would like to make a public comment, you may present a public comment in-person or via 
email. If presenting a comment via email, please email info@sloselpa.org with the subject and 
comment 24-hours prior to the SELPA Governance meeting. Comments should be no longer than 
450 words (equivalent to 3 speaking minutes). Comments will be read in the order received 
during the public comment period applicable. This meeting will be recorded. 

Click here to submit Comment Prior to Meeting

1.0 Call Public Session to Order
Dr. Jim Brescia, Superintendent, San Luis Obispo County Office of Education

SELPA Governing Council Members:
Dr. Joseph Ledoux, Principal/Superintendent, Almond Acres Charter 
Dr. Tom Bennett, Superintendent, Atascadero USD
Mr. Kester Bantin, Director, Bellevue-Santa Fe Charter 
Ms. Jennifer Gaviola, Superintendent, Cayucos ESD
Ms. Jill Southern, Superintendent, Coast USD
Dr. Paul Fawcett, Superintendent, Lucia Mar USD
Ms. Jennifer Loftus, Superintendent, Paso Robles JUSD
Ms. Wendy Nielsen, Superintendent, Pleasant Valley JUESD
Dr. Eric Prater, Superintendent, San Luis Coastal USD
Ms. Karen Grandoli, Superintendent, San Miguel JUSD
Dr. Kristina Benson, Superintendent, Shandon JUSD
Dr. Jim Brescia, San Luis Obispo County Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Edd Bond,  Superintendent, Templeton USD

San Luis Obispo SELPA Staff:
Dr. Amber Gallagher, Executive Director

http://www.sloselpa.org
https://slocoe-org.zoom.us/j/96286779097?pwd=R2xL6OOdlKEf3CDtnNVPOhw8ZaeaPv.1
mailto:info@sloselpa.org
https://www.sloselpa.org/contact-form/


SELPA Governance Council Meeting 

2.0 Establishment of Quorum

3.0 Consent Agenda (Members may remove items from Consent Agenda)
3.1 Approval of Minutes from September 11, 2026
3.2 Approval of Agenda for October 16, 2026

4.0 Public Comment
Government Code 54954.3 provides that, before or during the Governing Council’s 
consideration of an item, the public may address the Governing Council directly on any item of 
interest that is within the Governing Council’s purview, provided that no action shall be taken 
on any item not appearing on the agenda unless otherwise authorized by Government Code 
54954.2(b).

5.0 Action Items 
5.1 SLO SELPA Funding Allocation Plan 26/27, Amendment

The SELPA is proposing a revision to the 26/27 Funding Allocation Plan to add a section titled, 
Allocation of Funds-In Excess. This addition would provide SELPA guidance for the reallocation 
of excess funds at end of year. 

6.0 Information Items 
6.1 Parent Institute Update 

The SELPA Executive Director will provide a summary of the Parent Institute that occurred on 
September 26, 2026. 

6.2 Special Education Legislative, Funding, and Compliance Update 
The SELPA Executive Director will review current legislation, funding, and compliance as it 
pertains to special education.  

7.0 SELPA Executive Director’s Report 
Information, communication, and reports will be presented by the SELPA Executive Director.

8.0 Board Member Comments
Each member of the Governing Council may report about various matters related to the SELPA. There 
will be no Board discussion except to ask questions and no action shall be taken unless listed on a 
subsequent agenda. 

9.0 Future Planning
9.1 Next Meeting Date: November 20, 2026

10.0 Adjournment

The San Luis Obispo County SELPA is committed to making its Board meetings accessible to all persons. By request, alternative 
agenda document formats are available to individuals with special needs. To arrange an alternative agenda document format or to 
arrange aid or services to modify or accommodate an individual with special needs to permit participation in a public meeting, 
please contact the San Luis Obispo SELPA office via phone at (805) 782-7301 or submit electronic mail to sscott@sloselpa.org.
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Annotation – Agenda Items 3.1 & 3.2
Governing Council
October 16, 2026

 
Agenda Item
        3.1 Approval of Minutes from  September 11, 2026

3.2 Approval of Agenda for October 16, 2026 
 
Item Type
        Consent Agenda
 
Summary of Key Issues

The minutes from the September 11, 2026 Governing Council and the agenda for the October 16, 
2026 Governing Council are presented for adoption.

 
Summary of Previous Action
        None.
 
Recommendation

The SELPA Executive Director recommends that the Governing Council approve the meeting minutes 
from September 11, 2026 and the meeting agenda for October 16, 2026. 

 
Links to this Agenda Item

Approval of Minutes from September 11, 2026
Approval of Agenda for October 16, 2026

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yXNllJLXX-ceTm4GUB0r0WZrng6y0-wZ/view?usp=sharing


SELPA Governance Council Meeting 

Annotation – Agenda Items 5.1
Governing Council
October 16, 2026

 

Agenda Item
        5.1 SLO SELPA Funding Allocation Plan 26/27, Amendment

Item Type
        Action
 
Summary of Key Issues

The SELPA is proposing a revision to the 26/27 Funding Allocation Plan to add a section titled, 
Allocation of Funds-In Excess. This addition would provide SELPA guidance for the reallocation of 
excess funds at end of year. Countywide CBOs approved the proposed revisions on September 25, 
2026. 

Possible funds for reallocation include: 
● Low Incidence Pool 
● High Cost Pool 
● Non-Public School Pool 
● Earned Interest in Fund 02
● Earned Interest in Fund 10 

Summary of Previous Action
None.       

Recommendation
The SELPA Executive Director recommends approval of the revision to the 26/27 Funding Allocation 
Plan to add a section titled, Allocation of Funds-In Excess.

 
Links to this Agenda Item

Proposed revisions to the 26/27 FAP
Approved Funding Allocation Plan, 26/27 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hCUiQOh12TAz_CSgUwQiddeud-4ZRp5b/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sloselpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/SELPA-FAP-26-27-approved-5.29.26.pdf
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Annotation – Agenda Items 6.1
Governing Council
October 16, 2026

 
 
Information Item
        6.1 Special Education Parent Institute Update

 
Item Type
        Information 
 

Summary of Key Issues
The San Luis Obispo County Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA), in partnership with Parents Helping 
Parents and the Community Advisory Committee, hosted a "Special Education Parent Institute" on September 
26, 2026, at Loma Vista Community School. The event, titled "Rooted Together," aimed to empower families, 
schools, and communities to support children with disabilities by providing opportunities to connect, 
network, and learn together. 

The institute ran from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and featured a variety of workshop sessions and exhibitors. 
Special guests included Dr. Brescia as a welcoming speaker, representation from Congress Member Carbajal’s 
office, and Dr. Nisha Abdul Cader, a SLO County Pediatrician. 

In total, there were over 100 people who participated in the event, with 16 exhibitors, which included 
Tri-Counties Regional Center, First 5 SLO County, Central Coast Autism Spectrum Center, Wayfinders at Fresno 
State, Promotores Collaborative of SLO, and many more. 

Summary of Previous Action
None. 

 
Recommendation

Not applicable. 

Links to this Agenda Item
None. 
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Annotation – Agenda Items 6.2
Governing Council
October 16, 2026

 
 
Information Item
        6.2 Special Education Legislative, Funding, and Compliance Update 

 
Item Type
        Information 
 

Summary of Key Issues
The SELPA Executive Director will review current legislation, funding, and compliance as it pertains 
to special education. This includes an update on state and federal legislation.
 

Summary of Previous Action
None. 

 
Recommendation

Not applicable. 

Links to this Agenda Item
None. 


